GREEN FUNERALS
A personal choice for the
environmentally conscious

Natural burials
Green burials
Environmental cremations

How Do Funerals Affect
the Environment?
Funerals, whether burial or cremation will effect the
environment in some way. All activities involved with a
funeral; from coffin manufacture, to Motor vehicles
used, Electricity, gas and water, preparing the
deceased, burial, cremation and memorials generate
carbon emissions and have some form of
environmental impact.
Choosing to make a funeral greener will not only
significantly reduce the amount of carbon
emissions produced compared to a
traditional funeral, but may also reduce the overall
environmental impact that occurs.

NATURAL BURIAL
The Geelong Cemeteries Trust offers the community a unique and sustainable final resting place
with minimal disturbance to the natural environment.
The Trust has established a natural burial area within a protected Coastal Moonah Woodland
area at the Queenscliff Cemetery, Pt Lonsdale, and within the remnant Grassy Woodland areas
at the Leopold Cemetery, where you can select a grave or cremation memorial.
Graves can accommodate one or two burials, and both, natural coffins or shrouded burials may
take place. The memorial is a pre-placed limestone boulder at Queenscliff Cemetery, and a
granite desk at Leopold, allowing for a bronze or granite plaque to be installed.
No artificial tributes or commemorative items are permitted to be placed in this area, and the
Trust will continue to re-vegetate the area with only indigenous plants to ensure the biodiversity
of these areas are improved and retained in perpetuity.
For a true natural burial, the body may be buried at a shallower depth with only 750mm of soil
cover and placed in a biodegradable coffin or shroud, allowing the remains to decompose
naturally. If you wish to further ensure a pure basis for new organic life, talk to your funeral
arranger, to ensure that preparatory chemicals are not used and only nature fibre clothes are
worn by the deceased.
If you like the idea of a burial within natural environment, but prefer a more traditional burial,
the Trust allows burials to be double depth, to allow two coffins to be eventually interred in one
grave. This will save precious space within the cemetery. Also, traditional timber coffins are also
permitted, however no metal caskets are allowed in these areas.

GREEN BURIAL
Any burial can become a greener burial.The Victoria Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2005, states
that a deceased must enter the cemetery in a sealed receptacle (coffin). However the deceased
does not need to be buried in a coffin.
The Act also states that the sealed receptacle must be constructed from wood, metal or other
substantial material. As long as the coffin is well constructed, and will not emit noxious gases or
fluids, then it should be able to be used. Cardboard, wicker, plantation pine and woollen coffins
have already been used.
The woollen coffin is actually a cardboard coffin enclosed in woollen material.
In Australia, most interments are in soil graves (not concrete vaults as in America).
Other choices families can select to improve the environmental impact of a burial are:
- Ensure clothing is restricted to natural products e.g. hemp, cotton, wool, leather etc.
- No embalming takes place.
- Select a memorial that has a smaller carbon footprint when constructed.
- Plant trees to offset emissions.
- If buried in a lawn section, ensure grass is drought tolerant.
- The number of interments is only governed by the depth of the first interment. The more coffins
in the grave, the less land used. Cremated remains are also permitted in graves, again saving space.
- In lieu of flowers, choose donations to charities or organisations.

ENVIRONMENTAL CREMATION
The International Cremation Federation clearly states that:“In no way can human remains be treated as
waste, however the environmental impact of cremation can be minimised.”
In the past there were concerns about air pollution resulting from cremation, however, all new furnaces are
built to the latest European emission standards, being the highest standards in the world and recommended
guidelines from the National Association ensure that operators use best practices to ensure minimal
emissions are produced.Certain coffin materials cannot be used for cremation and the contents of the
coffin, including the material of clothing must not produce toxic emissions when cremated. This includes
plastics such as PVC and batteries.
An environmental risk assessment undertaken by an Adelaide Cemetery Authority in 2003 reported that,
from a complete analysis of all processes involved, in both, burials in a traditional lawn or monumental area
and cremation, burial emissions rated higher overall. The resource intensive nature of burial in terms of the
initial burial, memorial and then the perpetual maintenance of the grave site and grounds would continue to
increase the ongoing emissions of burial for the full life cycle of the process.
This said, a burial within a natural environment will have far less emissions than a cremation, as less
maintenance is required within these areas than a burial within a traditional area.
Each cremation takes approx 62 litres of LPG, which equates to 0.21 tonnes of CO2 emissions.
The Geelong Cemeteries Trust permits the cremation of shrouded bodies, as long as the following
requirements are met:
- The shrouded form would be transported to the crematorium within a purpose built receptacle (coffin)
which contains the shroud bearer. The shroud can be removed once the receptacle is inside the building.
- The body remains in the shroud, with a biogradable body bag, liner or other material used to able to retain
any fluids as per the Cemeteries and Crematoria Act.
Environmentally alternative coffins such as plantation pine or wicker coffins will also assist with reducing
CO2 instead of cremating MDF or cardboard coffins, as well as ensuring the deceased is dressed in natural
clothing and no embalming has taken place.
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The Geelong Cemeteries Trust Administers:
● Geelong Eastern ● Geelong Western ● Barrabool Hills, Highton ● Grovedale
● Mt Duneed ● Leopold ● Drysdale ● Portarlington ● Queenscliff, Pt Lonsdale
● Flinders Memorial Park, Lara ● Gisborne ● Mt Moriac ● Winchelsea ● Lorne
● Whoorel, Birregurra ● Warncoort ● Beeac ● Colac ● Geelong Memorial Park and
Crematorium, Armstrong Creek

